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Year 8 Subject — Mathematics Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / Additional Mathematics
anthology

Topics covered

Forming equations, chapter 5

Graphical algebra, chapter 14

Prime factors, HCF and LCM, chapters 1 & 3

Simultaneous equations — Additional Mathematics topic, chapter 13
Standard index form — Additional Mathematics topic, chapter 3, p 45
Properties of 2D shapes, chapter 9

Pythagoras’ theorem — Additional Mathematics topic, chapter 10
Volume of prisms — Additional Mathematics topic, chapter 11

Surface area of cylinders - Additional Mathematics topic, chapter 11, p
166-167

Percentages, chapter 4

Michaelmas end-
of-term exam

Exam structure All boys will sit two core level papers. Therefore, the
and duration additional level topics taught this term will not be

assessed in this exam period.

Calculator paper — 1 hour
Non-calculator paper — 1 hour

Further revision All Common Entrance 13+ topics

You will find specimen core level papers here which may
aid revision.

Please use MyMaths for helpful lessons and online
worksheets.

Username: wccs

Password: decimal

You can also find helpful materials at Dr Frost Learning,
where you do not require a login to access lesson
resources.

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about mathematics contact Dominic Hudson or Sarah Mouncher.

Email dhudson@choirschool.com smouncher@choirschool.com



https://www.hachettelearning.com/mathematics/common-entrance-13-additional-mathematics-for-iseb-ce-and-ks3
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Syllabus-CE-CASE-Mathematics-Helvetica-_V7.1-2.pdf
https://www.iseb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Specimen-CE-13-Mathematics-2022-Papers-Mark-Schemes.zip
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.drfrost.org/
mailto:dhudson@choirschool.com
mailto:smouncher@choirschool.com
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Year 8 Subject — English Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / e Set text: George Orwell — Awimal Farm
anthology e English anthology: Poetry unit: Language, Society and Human Nature,
including poetry by Blake, Wordsworth and Donne and prose by Dickens
Topics Comprehension (prose, poetry and drama)
covered Boys will be able to
e Select information by carefully reading a text
e Infer meaning of phrases
e  Summarise ideas and meanings in their own words
e  Explain vocabulary in context
e Explore the effects of language choices, including figurative language
e Structure logical arguments in response to a discussion question on the
e text using point-evidence-explain
e Write under timed conditions
e Reflect on the text as a whole
Composition
Boys will be able to
e Write in a full range of styles, including narrative, descriptive, informative,
discursive and persuasive
e Employ the appropriate form, for example: a story, a description, a news
report, an information pamphlet, a speech, a letter of complaint or
recommendation
e Adopt a style and register appropriate to the task, using a range of expression
and vocabulary
e Make clear use of prompts and follow instructions
e Plan their writing so that it is cleatly structured, making use of paragraphs
e  Show command of accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation
Michaelmas | Exam structure and duration e Comprehension (poetry, prose or drama): 1
end-of-term hour 10 minutes
exam e Writing (two pieces, one
creative/descriptive, one
discursive/persuasive): 1 hour 15 minutes
Further revision required There will be mid-term assessments in
(with reference to e  Week 5 — comprehension (45 minutes)
textbook/anthology) e  Weck 5 — writing task (creative or
persuasive/discursive) (35 minutes)
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Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about English contact Declan Amphlett or Piers McGrandle:

Email damphlett@choirschool.com (8M)  pmecgrandle@choirschool.com (8E)


mailto:damphlett@choirschool.com
mailto:pmcgrandle@choirschool.com
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end-of-term
exam

Year 8 Subject — Science Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook ISEB CE Science
BIOLOGY
Topics Human reproduction (chapter 4)
covered ¢ human life cycle e the menstrual cycle
® puberty ® pregnancy
¢ sexual reproductive systems
PHYSICS
Space (chapter 31)
e our Solar System e the seasons e artificial satellites
¢ day & night e the Moon e Junar & solar eclipses
Light (chapter 28)
e the electromagnetic spectrum e absorption, reflection & refraction
e properties & behaviour of light e colour & dispersion
Sound (chapter 27)
e properties & behaviour of sound e the speed of sound
¢ sound waves e hearing sound (the ear)
Michaelmas | Exam structure | Two separate exams:

and duration e Biology (40 minutes)
e  Physics (40 minutes)

Each written exam will begin with a multiple-choice section,
followed by short- and long-answer questions. Calculators are
required.

Further

.. Prior learning from Year 6 and Year 7
revision

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about science contact Joe Deery.

Email

ideerv(@choirschool.com



https://www.hachettelearning.com/science/common-entrance-13-science-for-iseb-ce-and-ks3
mailto:jdeery@choirschool.com
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Year 8 Subject — French Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / ISEB French 13+ Revision Guide

anthology

Topics covered Vocabulary

e DPersonal description, chapter 3

e Family and friends, chapter 3

e Meeting people, chapter 3

e House, home, daily routine, chores, chapter 4

Life and work at school, chapter 7
Tenses

e Present tense of regular verbs and common irregular verbs, p 19-28
e Future tense with aller + infinitive, p 28-29

e DPerfect tense (passé compose) of both regular and irregular verbs
including the list of verbs using parts of étre as their auxiliary, p 31-35

e Imperfect tense revision, p 36-37
Grammar

e Using the negative, p 37

e Gender and plural of common nouns, p 41

e Definite and indefinite articles, p 41

e Agreement and position of adjectives, p 42-46

e Common adverbs, p 46-47

e Possessive articles (mon, ma, mes), p 45

e Superlatives, comparatives and demonstratives, p 45-46

Non-examined topics

e  Charles VIII’s invasion of Italy and the wars France fought over
Italian territoties.

e French Wars of Religion
e Henry IV’s ascendancy

Speaking (25 marks) 10 minutes

Michaelmas end- A role play performed with the examiner

of-term exam Text-based task responding to five questions in French basing their responses
on information that has been given in English

An open, spontaneous and unprepared discussion of at least one of the
vocabulary topics studied

Listening (25 marks) 25 minutes

Comprehension exercises including matching pictures to vocabulary, choosing
applicable statements from a list of options and filling in gaps

Reading (25 marks) 30 minutes

Questions include multiple choice, filling the gap, matching words to pictures
Writing (25 marks) 30 minutes
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Level 1 — Questions include writing vocabulary related to a specific topic, a
grammar multiple-choice exercise, responding to picture stimuli and writing
longer sentences on a familiar theme

Level 2 - Five sentences to translate from English to French followed by a
longer (80-120 words) writing task to be completed in French

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about French contact Anna Rippe.

Email arippe@choirschool.com



mailto:arippe@choirschool.com
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Nova Latina Book 3

Year 8A Subject — Classics Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 3 — Books 1 & 2
anthology

Topics covered

Grammar topics:

e Irregular verb eo and its compounds

e 3rd declension nouns and adjectives

e Comparatives and supetlatives
e  Ordinals (Ist — 10th) and cardinals (1-100, 1000)

Vocabulary:

Demonstrative pronouns: hic, haec, hoc

Demonstrative pronouns: ille, illa, illud

Future tense of all conjugations (Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, mixed)
Passive voice and the agent

Imperatives and prohibitions

5th declension nouns (res paradigm)

e CE Level 1 & 2 Vocab Revision
e Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 3 — Books 1 & 2
o Chapter Vocabulary 1-5

Michaelmas end-
of-term exam

Exam structure and
duration

1 hour

A CE paper of Level 3 standard, consisting of a
comprehension, an unseen translation into English, a
set of grammatical questions and four English
sentences for composition into Latin.

Further revision
required (with
reference to
textbook/anthology)

Vocabulary checklist for the exam will be provided.
Paper will be of Level 3 CE standard, so revision of
all Level 1 & 2 topics will be required alongside Level
3 topics studied this term: all necessary material will
be included in a revision pack.

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about classics contact Robert O’Brien.

Email robrien(@choirschool.com



mailto:hking@choirschool.com
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Year 8B Subject — Classics Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 1 — Book 3
anthology

Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 2 — Book 1

Topics covered

Grammar Topics:
e Compound verbs (adsum, absum)
e Revision of sum (to be) - present, perfect, imperfect
e  Adjective agreement
e Revision of 1st and 2nd declension paradigms
e Future tense of all conjugations (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, mixed)
e Revision of present, perfect & imperfect of all conjugations (1st, 2nd,
3rd, 4th, mixed)
e Future tense of sum
e  Questions with —ne and question words
e 3rd declension nouns (rex paradigm)
e Superlative adjectives
e Personal pronouns (declined)

Vocabulary:
e  Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 1 — Book 1-3
o Book 1: Revision of chapters 1-4
o Book 2: Revision of chapters 5-8
o Book 3:9-12
e  Who Said Latin’s Dead Level 2 — Book 1
o Chapters 1-3

Michaelmas end-
of-term exam

Exam structure and 1 hour
duration
A CE paper of Level 1 standard, consisting of a
comprehension, an unseen translation into English, a
set of grammatical questions and four English

sentences for composition into Latin.

Further revision
required (with
reference to
textbook/anthology)

Vocabulary checklist for the exam will be provided.

Paper will be of Level 1 CE standard, so revision of
all Level 1 topics will be required. All necessary

material will be included in a revision pack.

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about classics contact Harvey King.

Email

hkin

choirschool.com



mailto:hking@choirschool.com
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Year 8 Subject — Religious Studies Term — Michaelmas 2026
Textbook / WCCS Roman Catholic Christianity Common Entrance Revision Guide
anthology provided.

Topics covered Section 1 — Theology

Topic 1: God’s Relationship with the World (Divine Initiative)

Know the set texts & what they show about God/]Jesus:
e (Creation: Gen 1:1-2:4
e (Call of Moses: Ex 3:1-17
e DPassover: Ex 12:1-13
e Crossing the Sea: Ex 14:10-31
e Paralysed Man: Mk 2:1-12
e Calming the Storm: Mk 4:35-41
e Feeding 5000: Mk 6:30—44
e Transfiguration: Mk 9:2-13
e Crucifixion: Mk 15:22-39
e Resurrection: Jn 20:24-29

Ensure that you can explain what these passages teach about: God’s nature,
revelation, God-ctreation relationship, wotship/commandments, miracles, Jesus’
divine mission, fulfilment of OT hope, salvation.

Topic 2: Human Responses to God

Know the set texts & what they show about faith/disobedience:
e Adam & Eve: Gen 2:4-3:24
e (Cain & Abel: Gen 4:1-16
e Abraham: Gen 22:1-19
e (Call of the Disciples: Lk 5:1-11
Good Samaritan: Lk 10:25-37
Lost Son: Lk 15:11-32
Zacchaeus: Lk 19:1-10
Centurion: Mt 8:5-13
Rich Young Man: Mk 10:17-27

Ensure that you can describe human nature; outline discipleship & vocation;
discuss belief/faith/commitment; evaluate consequences of faith vs.
disobedience using these texts

Section 3F — Roman Catholic Christianity
Topic 1: Beliefs & Teachings

Ensure that you can explain:

e  God & the wotld:
o omnipotence/omnibenevolence/omniscience
o creation & stewardship
o Communion of Saints




N WCCS

o Catholic attitude to other religions
e Trinity:
o one God, three Persons—Father, Son, Holy Spirit; distinct roles
* Jesus Christ:
o Incarnation
Crucifixion
Resurrection
Ascension
Atonement
o life after death—heaven, hell, purgatory

O O O O

¢ Sacraments:
o what ‘sacrament’ and ‘grace’ mean
o meaning/practice of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist/Mass

Topic 2: Practices & Ceremonies

Ensure you can describe and give reasons for:
e Worship:
o sacramental/liturgical (incl. Eucharist), non-sacramental, individual
o features/functions of church & cathedral
e  Prayer & Church life:
o the Lord’s Prayer
intercessions
role of the laity
charity
Our Lady & the Mysteries of the Rosary
roles of bishops, priests, deacons, religious orders
o the Pope & Church authority (Magisterium)
e Pilgrimage:
o purpose + examples (e.g., Walsingham, Rome, Lourdes, Holy Land,
Santiago)
e Festivals & the Liturgical Year:
o Pentecost
o Lent & Stations of the Cross
o Holy Week & Easter (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter Day)
o Advent & Christmas

O O O O O

Exam structure and 1 hour.
Michaelmas end- | duration
of-term exam Answer two questions in total: one from Section 1

(Theology) and one from Section 3 (RC Christianity)

Each chosen question has parts (a) knowledge, (b)
understanding/interpretation, (c) evaluation

Further revision Pupils should use the Bible extensively and have been
required (with issued with a Catholic Bible. The same version is
reference to online here: ESV.org

textbook/anthology)

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about Religious Studies contact Emily Auger (8M) Robert O’Brien (8E).

Email robrien(@choirschool.com

10


https://www.esv.org/
mailto:robrien@choirschool.com
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Year 8 Subject — History Term — Michaelmas 2026

Textbook / Common Entrance 13+ History for ISEB CE and KS3, Rosemary Rees and
anthology Martin Collier, Galore Park, pages listed below.

Topics covered e The Battle of Bosworth

e The pretenders to the throne and Henry VII, p 106-109
e Henry VIII and the ‘great matter’, p 110-111

e Cardinal Wolsey, p 113

Changes to the Church, Cranmer, Cromwell, p 114-115
Dissolution of the monasteries, p 116-117

e  The reign of Edward, p 120-127

e The reign of Mary, p 128-135

e The reign of Elizabeth, p 136-143

e Spanish Armada 1588, p 144-147

Michaelmas end-of- | Exam structure and 1 hour
term exam duration e Section 1 — evidence questions

e Section 2 — essay questions

Further revision The following Common Entrance topics from Year 7:
required (with

reference to - Battle of Bannockburn

textbook/anthology) - William I

Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about History contact:

Email imacgreevy(@choirschool.com tauger(@choirschool.com

11



mailto:imacgreevy@choirschool.com
mailto:tauger@choirschool.com
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Year 8 Subject — Geography Term — Michaelmas 2026

Textbook / ISEB Common Entrance Geography Revision Guide.

anthology All boys have been provided with a copy, which should be kept at home until
the end of Year 8.

Topics covered Economy
Theory

How can economic activities (jobs) be classified? p 67

What is an employment structure? p 67

How do employment structures change with economic development?
p 67/68

What factors determine the location of economic activities? p 68

Case study 1 — the textile industry in Halifax

How did the industrial revolution allow the textile industry to develop
in Halifax in the 19th century?

What advantages and disadvantages did the textile industry bring to
Halifax? p 69

How were the agricultural, industrial and transport revolutions linked?

Case study 2 — Nike and globalisation

What is globalisation? p 69

Where does Nike operate?

Why does Nike operate on a global scale? p 68
What are working conditions like in Nike’s factories?

What advantages and disadvantages does Nike bring for the countries
where it has factories?

How does economic development impact quality of life? p 68

Michaelmas end-
of-term exam

Exam structure 1 hour
and duration

Short-answer questions with some paragraph-long
answers based on the case studies.

Further revision All previous Common Entrance topics from Y6 /7.
required (with

reference to e Tectonics, p 9-15

textbook/ e Location knowledge, p 102-113
anthology) e Map skills, p 84-87

e Demography, p 57-65
e  Meteorology, p 26-36
e  Geomorphology, p 37-49

12
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Please note that any topics not covered by the time of the exam will not be included in the exam. For
more information about geography contact Jon Jenkins.

Email jjenkins@choirschool.com

13


mailto:jjenkins@choirschool.com

