
WCCS Recommends
Poems and a Prayer for Boys Age Four and Up

1. The Owl and the Pussy-Cat – Edward Lear
 
Boys delight in the rhyme and silliness of Lear’s famous nonsense poem.
 
The Owl and the Pussy-Cat went to sea  
In a beautiful pea-green boat,  
They took some honey, and plenty of money,  
Wrapped up in a five-pound note.  
 
For parents – a playful classic that introduces rhyme, rhythm and gentle 
humour.

2. Jabberwocky – Lewis Carroll
 
Full of strange words and dramatic adventure, boys love declaiming the 
sounds!
 
’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves  
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;  
All mimsy were the borogoves,  
And the mome raths outgrabe.  
 
“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!  
The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!  
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun  
The frumious Bandersnatch!”  
 
For parents – the nonsense words spark imagination, and the strong rhythm 
makes it perfect for declamation.



4. The Swing – Robert Louis Stevenson
 
A joyful, musical poem from A Child’s Garden of Verses, capturing the thrill  
of play.
 
How do you like to go up in a swing,  
Up in the air so blue?  
Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing  
Ever a child can do!  
 
Up in the air and over the wall,  
Till I can see so wide,  
Rivers and trees and cattle and all  
Over the countryside—  
 
Till I look down on the garden green,  
Down on the roof so brown—  
Up in the air I go flying again,  
Up in the air and down!
 
For parents – one of the most beloved children’s poems, Stevenson’s verse is 
musical, visual and captures a child’s joy.

3. Who Has Seen the Wind? – Christina Rossetti
 
Simple, memorable, and lyrical — easy for boys to learn by heart.
 
Who has seen the wind?  
Neither I nor you:  
But when the leaves hang trembling,  
The wind is passing through.  
 
Who has seen the wind?  
Neither you nor I:  
But when the trees bow down their heads,  
The wind is passing by. 
 
For parents – short, musical verses that introduce observation of nature and 
the unseen world.
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5. Our Father – Matthew 6:9–13 (RSV Catholic Edition)
 
The prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: simple, rhythmic and complete.
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we also have forgiven those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
 
For parents – the universal Christian prayer, easily learned.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tales-Ancient-Egypt-Adventures-Pyramids/dp/1838993436

