
WCCS Recommends
Paintings to Start a Childhood

Children’s Games — Pieter Bruegel the Elder (1560)
 
Description
A Flemish town square alive with more than eighty games, each captured with brisk, exact strokes. Hoop-rolling, stilts, 
grappling and mischief fill every corner. It is a portrait of human play that has scarce altered in five centuries.
 
For a mum or dad guiding a son
Invite him to choose one small figure and say what he believes is taking place. Point out a game he knows well. (Boys long 
ago were stirred by the same instincts as today!)

Boys begin life by observing it. Below are five paintings to help your son observe carefully, pay attention, connect images 
with sounds, differentiate colours, follow light to its source and begin to see how paintings suggest stories.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/Pieter_Bruegel_the_Elder_-_Children%E2%80%99s_Games_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


The Starry Night — Vincent van Gogh (1889)
 
Description
A sky alive with movement: deep blues, bright stars and curling strokes that sweep across the canvas. A still village anchors 
the scene.
 
For a mum or dad guiding a son
Ask him which star looks brightest and why the sky might be swirling. Let him trace the shapes in the air. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Starry_Night#/media/File:Van_Gogh_-_Starry_Night_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


Tiger in a Tropical Storm (Surprised!) — Henri Rousseau (1891)
 
Description
A bold, dreamlike jungle lit by a sudden flash. A tiger stands alert among deep greens and warm golds. The scene is lively 
without threat, as though the world has paused for breath.
 
For a mum or dad guiding a son
Ask him what the tiger may have heard. Count the greens together. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiger_in_a_Tropical_Storm#/media/File:Surprised-Rousseau.jpg


Fishermen at Sea — J. M. W. Turner (1796)
 
Description
The moon glows through cloud as a small boat rises and falls against the force of the sea on moonlit water.
 
For a mum or dad guiding a son
Ask him whether he thinks the fishermen feel bold or worried. Let him follow the line of moonlight across the waves (which 
teaches the habit of looking closely and following light to its source).

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Joseph_Mallord_William_Turner_-_Fishermen_at_Sea_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


WCCS Recommends more at
www.choirschool.com

The Railway — Édouard Manet (1873)
 
Description
A girl watches steam rise from a passing train while a young woman reads nearby. It balances noise and calm, curiosity  
and stillness.
 
For a mum or dad guiding a son
Ask him what he thinks the girl sees behind the steam. Encourage him to imagine the sound and weight of the train.  
(A picture like this teaches him that a story can be suggested rather than told.)

Last advice for parents
 
•   Choose one painting each week.
•   Sit with your son for a few unhurried minutes.
•   Let him look, point and wonder.
•   The habit of paying attention grows best when it is not pushed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Railway#/media/File:Edouard_Manet_-_Le_Chemin_de_fer_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg

