
WCCS Recommends
Eight Excellent Stories For Eight-Year-Olds

1. How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell
 
Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III is a Viking boy expected to be fierce. Instead 
he trains a small, disobedient dragon. The book mixes slapstick with real 
courage.
 
For parents – In one scene Hiccup survives by speaking Dragonese, a skill no 
warrior values. Boys learn that wit and persistence can be stronger than brute 
strength.

2. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
 
Charlie Bucket wins a golden ticket and enters Willy Wonka’s factory. He sees 
rivers of chocolate, square sweets that look round and children undone by 
greed.
 
For parents – Augustus Gloop falls into the chocolate river and is swept away 
by the pipes. Boys enjoy the comedy while absorbing the lesson that appetite 
and selfishness have consequences.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Train-Your-Dragon-Cressida-Cowell/dp/0340999071/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Train-Your-Dragon-Cressida-Cowell/dp/0340999071/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charlie-Chocolate-Factory-Roald-Dahl/dp/0141365374
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charlie-Chocolate-Factory-Roald-Dahl/dp/0141365374


4. The Falcon’s Malteser by Anthony Horowitz
 
Nick Diamond and his foolish brother guard a box of chocolates. Gangsters 
give chase through London, and the sweets prove more dangerous than they 
seem.
 
For parents – The story parodies old detective films. Boys enjoy the speed 
and absurdity, while picking up the rhythm of a mystery story told with wit.

3. The Measly Middle Ages by Terry Deary
 
Plague, peasants and executions are told with jokes and cartoons. The facts 
are grotesque but accurate.
 
For parents – A chapter on the Black Death explains how half of Europe died, 
but with comic asides about fleas. Boys laugh at the gore yet remember the 
history. Humour fixes the lesson in place.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Diamond-Brothers-Falcons-Malteser-ebook/dp/B005LBN2NK/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Diamond-Brothers-Falcons-Malteser-ebook/dp/B005LBN2NK/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Measly-Middle-Ages-Horrible-Histories/dp/0439944015
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Measly-Middle-Ages-Horrible-Histories/dp/0439944015


6. The Land of Roar by Jenny McLachlan
 
Arthur and Rose enter the Land of Roar, a place they once invented in play. 
They face dragons, maps and a shadowy villain.
 
For parents – Boys relish the battles with monsters, but they also see that 
fear must be faced squarely. Imagination here is not escape but training for 
courage.

5. The Queen’s Nose by Dick King-Smith
 
Harmony Parker finds a fifty-pence coin that grants wishes. Each wish brings 
more trouble than delight.
 
For parents – Harmony wishes for a pet, only to find chaos in the house. Boys 
see that power is double-edged and that every choice carries weight.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/LAND-ROAR_LAND-ROAR1-Book-captivating/dp/1405293675
https://www.amazon.co.uk/LAND-ROAR_LAND-ROAR1-Book-captivating/dp/1405293675
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Queens-Nose-Dick-King-Smith/dp/0141370238/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Queens-Nose-Dick-King-Smith/dp/0141370238/


7. The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo
 
Bertie saves a white lion cub in Africa. The lion is taken from him, yet years 
later they are reunited in England.
 
For parents – Morpurgo shows loyalty without sentimentality. Boys feel the 
bond between child and animal, and glimpse how love can endure loss.
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8. You’re a Bad Man, Mr Gum! by Andy Stanton
 
Mr Gum is foul, lazy and cruel. The town of Lamonic Bibber survives despite 
him, though absurdity rules every page.
 
For parents – A talking dog forces Mr Gum to clean his garden. Boys laugh at 
the nonsense, but also see that cruelty is always met with resistance, even in 
comedy.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Butterfly-Lion-classic-unforgettable-friendship/dp/000845986X/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Butterfly-Lion-classic-unforgettable-friendship/dp/000845986X/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Youre-Bad-Man-Gum-hilarious/dp/1405293691/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Youre-Bad-Man-Gum-hilarious/dp/1405293691/

