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YEAR 8 COMMON ENTRANCE 2009
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT

	KEY TOPICS

	Maths 1 & 3
	1 hour
	These are both non-calculator papers
	· Arithmetic to include the four operations with Ratio and proportion. Percentage increase and decrease
· Significant figures and decimal places
· Algebra: substitution, simplification, equations and inequalities
· Angles, polygons and their interior/exterior angles.  Bearings, scale drawing, and compass construction, and nets
· Surface area of solids and volume
· The Cartesian plane, rotation, enlargement, translation

· Area and circumference of circles
· Conversion graphs, and plotting curved graphs. Intersection of graphs
· Probability and data, mean, median, range and mode



	Maths 2 & 4
	1 hour
	These are both calculator papers
	All the topics above but with each example using harder numbers (e.g. instead of finding 40% of £2000, you will be asked 4.4% of £250, and in algebra instead of finding 4y2 × y, you will be asked 3y3x2 ÷ 6xy) Extra topics are 

· Pythagoras’ theorem

· intersection of curved graphs

· trial and error methods for quadratic equations

· the sum of the interior and exterior angles of polygons

· probability of two events

· Negative inequalities and simultaneous equations

·  Questions on circles will include forms made from sections of circles and straight lines




FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MATHEMATICS CONTACT:  aciravegna@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	English 1 (Reading) 
	1 hour 10 minutes


	Two sections lasting 35 minutes each

(25 marks each)  
	SECTION A: NON-FICTION 

Pupils will be required to answer questions on one (possibly two) passages of non-fiction writing.  There will be approximately five reading comprehension questions. These will test how well pupils can understand, analyse and evaluate the passage(s).

SECTION B: POETRY 

In this section pupils will be given a poem to read and analyse. This may be a whole poem, or an extract. The subject of the poem could be anything at all, but it is chosen to be interesting and thought-provoking. There will be approximately five comprehension questions. 



	English 2 (Writing)
	1 hour 20 minutes


	Two sections lasting 40 minutes each

(25 marks each)
	SECTION A: RESPONSE TO STUDIED LITERATURE 

Pupils will be presented with a choice of four essay questions, based on the literature (poetry, novels or drama) they have studied in class and from which they must chose one only.

Out of the four questions to choose from, two of the questions available will be on the set theme of relationships.  The remaining two questions will be open literature questions, with no specified theme. 

SECTION B: RESPONSE TO WRITING TASK

In this section pupils will be given roughly six writing tasks, from which they must choose one only. The range of tasks available will be broad and pupils are encouraged to choose a title/genre that plays to their creative strength.




FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ENGLISH CONTACT:  croberts@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Biology
	40 mins

 
	Answers on the question paper.  Starts with multiple choice, then short answers (both tend to rely on factual recall) then longer questions – reliant on both knowledge & understanding  (60 marks)

	· Cells & cell functions
· Humans as organisms: nutrition, movement, reproduction, breathing, respiration, health,

· Green plants as organisms: nutrition & growth, respiration, variation & classification

· Living things in their environment: adaptation & competition, feeding relationships.

	Chemistry
	40 mins


	Answer on question paper.  Starts with multiple choice, then short answers, (both tend to rely on factual recall) then longer questions – reliant on both knowledge & understanding.  (60 marks)

	· Classifying materials: solids, liquids & gases, elements, compounds & mixtures
· Changing materials: physical changes, chemical changes.
· Patterns of behaviour: metals, acids & bases

	Physics
	40 mins


	Answer on question paper.  Starts with multiple choice, then short answers, (both tend to rely on factual recall) then longer questions – reliant on both knowledge & understanding.  (60 marks)

	· Electricity & magnetism: circuits, magnetic fields, electromagnets
· Forces & motion: forces & linear motion, force & rotation, force & pressure
· Light & sound: the behavior of light, hearing, vibration & sound
· The earth & beyond: the solar system
· Energy resources & energy transfer, conservation of energy


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SCIENCE CONTACT:  tworth@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	French
	1 hour
	READING AND WRITING (50%) 
Section A: Reading (25%) 
Instructions will be given in French. There will be 25 questions on a number of short passages (usually arranged in five or six sections). There will be several exercises of differing length, covering a range of different approaches to the development of reading skills, e.g. gap-filling, multiple choice, matching headlines to texts, matching pictures to descriptions, matching two halves of a sentence, matching questions and answers, matching people and opinions, choosing a number of correct answers from a list, answering questions in French (marked for communication only). There will be one section with questions and answers in English. 


	• language of the classroom (inc. basic ICT)

• house, home, daily routine and chores 
• life and work at school 
• time, dates, numbers and prices 
• personal description 
• family, friends and pets 
• meeting people 
• free-time activities 
• describing holiday activities 
• visiting a café or restaurant 
• simple health problems 
• description of a town or region 
• finding the way and using transport 
• understanding tourist information 
• shopping (e.g. for food, clothes, presents) and pocket money 
• weather 



	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	French

/Contd.
	1 hour
	Section B: Writing (25%) Instructions will be given in the target language. There will be two written exercises. 
Question 1 (8 marks) 
This question will require the writing of five simple sentences in the target language, each based on a visual or written stimulus. Candidates should write five to ten words on each stimulus. Marks will be awarded for content, accuracy and quality of language 
Question 2 (17 marks) 
This question will require 80 –130 words of continuous writing in the form of a letter based on a written stimulus in the target language.  Candidates will be expected to demonstrate the full range of their knowledge of the linguistic features contained in the syllabus. Marks will be awarded for content, accuracy and quality of language. 
	


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FRENCH CONTACT:  slake@choirschool.com or ggarnier@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Latin
	1 hour
	Boys answer all questions in the appropriate Level (1, 2 or 3)

Question 1: comprehension (15 marks)
(questions and answers in English, unless specified otherwise)

Question 2: translation (30 marks)

(translate a passage from Latin into English)

Question 3: grammar section (20 marks)
(questions set on a short passage of Latin to test knowledge of noun and verb endings and will include ONE derivation question + 2 short English sentences to translate into Latin)

Question 4: Greek Myths (10 marks)

(1 complete question to be answered ONLY)
	LEVEL 1

· 1st and 2nd declension nouns

· Present, Imperfect & Perfect tense verb endings 

· Present, Imperfect and Perfect tense of sum
· Infinitives

· Imperatives

· Prepositions

· bonus type adjectives

· numbers 1- 10 (cardinal & ordinal)

· all Level 1 vocabulary

LEVEL 2

· ALL Level 1 grammar
· 3rd declension nouns
· future and pluperfect tenses (all regular verbs + sum)
· possum; eo and its compounds
· omnis & ingens type adjectives
· regular and irregular comparative and superlative adjectives
· pronouns: hic; ille; is, ea, id; ego, tu, nos, vos
· noli/nolite!
· num/nonne?
· numbers 11 -20 (cardinals only)
·  quamquam and ubi clauses
· All Level 2 vocabulary



	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Latin

/Contd.
	1 hour
	
	LEVEL 3
· ALL Level 1 and 2 grammar

· 5th declension nouns 

· passive verbs (all tenses)

· imperfect subjunctive endings

· fero, volo, nolo
· present and past participles (nominative & accusative ONLY)

· qui, idem, ipse
· time and place

· purpose clauses

· indirect commands

· numbers 21 – 100 (cardinals ONLY) + 1000

· all Level 3 vocabulary

ALL LEVELS

· Trojan War
· Odysseus
· Perseus
· Theseus
· Jason
· 12 Labours of Hercules
(Use the notes supplied)


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LATIN CONTACT:  lgordon@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	History
	1 hour
	Evidence Section:

complete all questions
Essay Section:

complete one question which will comprise two essays, the (a) and the (b) essay.  Complete the (a) and the (b) essay of the same question.  Correctly label each essay
	At least three of the following topics should be revised.

1.Events of 1066
· Why William/Harold thought they should be monarch

· How William gained control of England; Castles, Feudal System, Domesday Book; Battle of Hastings

2. Stephen and Matilda

· Why Matilda/Stephen thought they should be monarch

· Who won the argument; Battle of Lincoln

3. Henry II
· His desire for law and order/his relationship with Becket:; reasons why each won/lost the argument; Becket’s life and career

4. Crusades
· First Crusade; Siege of Jerusalem; motives people from all levels of the feudal system might have for going on crusade

5. John
· His difficulties on becoming king; why he fought with his barons; why he fought with the king of France; Magna Carta

6. Henry III  

· Relationship with his barons/Simon de Montfort: Provisions of Oxford: Simon’s Parliament: battles of Lewes and Evesham

7. Edward I 

· Relationships with Wales and with Scotland;  development of concentric castles


	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	History

/Contd.
	1 hour
	
	8. Black Death
· What the Black Death was; how it travelled and spread; how medieval people reacted to the Black Death

9. Peasants’ Revolt

· Causes of and results of the Peasants’ Revolt; parts played by John Ball, Mayor of London, Richard II




FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HISTORY CONTACT:  aperera@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Geography
	1 hour
	The paper is made up of 2 parts and is worth a total of 80 marks
Section 1 is worth 50 marks and is made up of short answer questions worth between 1 and 5 marks each
Section 2 is worth 30 marks and involves answering 2 of the three available questions. These questions each comprise short and long answer questions worth 1-9 marks
	Key topics for section 1 are:

· Weather and climate

· Geomorphology (weathering and erosion)

· Environmental issues

· Economic geography

· Settlement geography

· Earthquakes and volcanoes

Key case studies for section 2 are:

· Montserrat volcano

· Nike fashion Industry

· Yorkshire Dales National Park

· Flooding in Bangladesh

· Hurricane Katrina




FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GEOGRAPHY CONTACT:  jjenkins@choirschool.com
	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Religious Studies
	1 hour
	One paper

Answer three entire questions (parts a, b, c and d) each from different sections
There are four sections to choose from, each representing a section of the syllabus
Section1
Covenant/ salvation history

Section 2
The Church

Section 3
Sacraments

Section 4
The Liturgical Year
	Section 1:

· Creation

· Fall

· The people of God

· Noah

· Abraham

· Moses

· Passover

· Commandments

Section 2:

· The person of Jesus

· Call of the disciples

· The Kingdom: parables and miracles

· History of the Church

· Development of the Church in Britain

· Teaching authority

· Bishop/Pope

Section 3:

· Definition

· Signs and symbols of a sacrament

· Baptism

· Reconciliation

· Mass/Eucharist




	SUBJECT
	LENGTH
	EXAM FORMAT


	KEY TOPICS

	Religious Studies

/Contd.
	1 hour
	
	Section 4:

· Liturgical cycle

· Advent – infancy narratives, John the Baptist

· Customs/traditions

· Christmas/Epiphany

· Lent

· Holy Week and Easter

· Ascension

· Pentecost

· Special feasts

· All Saints/All Souls

· Peter/Paul

· Corpus Christi

· Marian Feasts: Immaculate Conception, Assumption, the Rosary and Our Lady in general




FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RELIGIOUS STUDIES CONTACT:  robrien@choirschool.com
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